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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1925 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Great  Crosby  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  issued  directions  that  the  Annual 
Report  for  this  year  should  be  dealt  with  as  a Survey  Report  covering 
the  last  five  years  and  should  be  drawn  up  on  certain  main  lines. 

The  Bye-Laws  in  connection  with  the  Keeping  of  Pigs  in  the 
district  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  will  become 
operative  on  the  nth  March,  1926.  Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  Vans, 
Tents,  Sheds,  and  similar  structures  have  been  drafted  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but,  so  far,  have  not  received  official 
sanction. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  following  Orders  and  Regulations 
have  been  added  to  those  already  in  force  : — 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Compulsory  Clauses.  Parts  II 
and  V are  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  which  became 
operative  on  the  1st  January,  1925. 

Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925  (No.  2)  Meat  Inspection. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  which  became  opera- 
tive on  the  1st  April,  1925. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  which  became 
operative  on  the  1st  September,  1925. 

A complete  list  of  the  various  Orders  and  Regulations  in  relation 
to  the  health  and  sanitary  government  of  the  district  will  be  found 
at  the  end  of  this  Report. 


Rat  Week  was  initiated  in  the  first  week  of  November,  1924, 
when  147  rats  were  killed,  was  again  observed  this  year,  and  brought 
about  the  destruction  of  160  rats. 

It  will  interest  you  to  know  that,  through  the  tactful  efforts 
of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  practically  every  ashpit  in  the  district 
has  been  abolished  without  the  district  having  been  called  on  to  contri- 
bute a penny  towards  such  a satisfactory  result.  A very  great 
amount  of  credit,  and  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  the  landlords  and 
householders  who  have  so  amicably  and,  in  almost  ail  instances,  so 
readily  complied  with  the  requests  for  the  abolition  of  these  very 
dirty  and  pest-attracting  receptacles.  In  1921  there  were  228  dry 
ashpits  in  use  ; now,  there  are  only  seven  in  one  or  two  outlying 
areas. 

A new  Nursing  Society — The  Great  Crosby  and  District  Nursing 
Association — was  formed  by  a band  of  ladies  and  started  work  in 
April,  1922.  Poor  people  are  not  charged,  but  people  in  better 
circumstances  pay  what  sums  they  consider  proper  for  the  services 
of  the  nurse. 

The  usual  sanitary  work  and  requirements  have  continued  to 
receive  careful  and  prompt  attention  with  the  result  that  the 
general  health  and  condition  of  the  district  have  been  satisfactory. 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  the  “ Ship  Inn  ” 24,  Liver- 
pool Road,  Crosby,  which  is  now  closed  as  a licensed  house,  was  the 
place  where  the  Manorial  Courts  were  held  until  after  the  passing 
of  the  Highways  Act  in  1835,  shortly  after  which  year  the  Courts 
ceased  to  be  held.  You  may  also  be  interested  to  know 
that  7,  Cook’s  Road,  is  the  oldest  inhabited  house  in  the  district. 
It  was  built  in  1550,  and  has  since  been  continuously  inhabited.  Its 
present  occupier,  Mr.  Joseph  Leatherbarrow,  has  resided  50  years 
in  it.  These  two  items  of  local  history  were  given  to  me  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Gregson,  Moor  Lane,  Crosby. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres),  1,867.  Population  (1925),  13,980.  Number  of 
inhabited  houses  (census  1921),  2,803.  Number  of  families 

or  separate  occupiers  (census  1921),  2,957.  Rateable  value, 

£125,371  2s.  6d.  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £522. 


Population. 

The  population  at  the  Census  of  1901  was  7,555,  at  that  of 
1911,  12,274,  and  at  that  of  1921,  13,  721.  Our  estimated  population 
for  this  year  is  15,271.  The  population,  given  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  is  13,980,  and  it  is  on  this  figure  that  the  various  calculations 
are  based. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Births  in  1925 

...  ... 

216 

1 13 

103 

Deaths  in  1925 

... 

168 

92 

76 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  ? — 
From  Sepsis — Nil.  Other  causes — One. 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ? — Legitimate — io  ; 
Illegitimate — Nil.  Total — io. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ?—Nil.  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ? 
— -Nil.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ? — One. 


Per  1,0 

00  of  Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death  Rate 
from  Tuber- 
culosis of 
Respisatory 
System . 

Rate  of 
Deaths, 
under  1 year, 
to  1,000 

Births. 

Mean  of  5 years— 

1895-1899  

20-9 

10*5 

0-69 

1 15 

1900-1904 

20-0 

1 1 *6 

0-65 

115 

1905-1909  

19-5 

9-4 

0-44 

74 

1910-1914 

19-3 

10-2 

0-58 

85 

1915-1919  

16-7 

II-O 

0-70 

75 

1920-1924 

16-5 

II-O 

0-77 

7i 

Year — 

1924  

137 

I I-I 

0-64 

73 

1925  

15-4 

1 1-8 

0-92 

4 6 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1925 
on — 

Mean  of  5 years,  1920- 

1924  

- — i-i 

4-i-o 

+ 0-15 

— 35 

Previous  year 

+ 17 

+ 0-7 

4-  0-28 

— 27 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District — Nazareth  House,  Liverpool  Road, 
Great  Crosby  ; The  Blundellsands  Nursing  Home,  Blundellsands 
Road  West  ; and  3,  Fairholme  Road,  Crosby. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  district — General  Hospital,  Waterloo  ; Liverpool 
Institutions  ; Bootle  Institutions. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? — No. 
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The  area  of  the  district  comprises  1867  acres  above  high-water 
mark.  It  is  bounded  on  the  West  by  the  seashore,  which  is  of  very 
considerable  extent,  and  affected  by  the  tidal  flow  and  ebb  ; on  the 
North  by  the  Urban  District  of  Little  Crosby,  wholly  agricultural, 
with  the  exception  of  the  village  of  Little  Crosby  and  the  residential 
portion  of  Hightown  ; on  the  East  by  the  Townships  of  Thornton 
and  Sefton,  also  agricultural ; on  the  South  by  the  Urban  District 
of  Waterloo-cum-Seaforth,  of  which  Waterloo  is  residential,  and  Sea- 
forth  a combination  of  factories  and  smaller  residences. 

The  district  is  flat  with  a gentle  rise  towards  its  Eastern 
boundary.  The  highest  point  is  38  feet  above  high-water  mark, 
which  is  17  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum,  thus  making  its  highest 
point  55  feet  above  the  latter.  Its  lay-out  is  somewhat  on  the  lines 
of  boulevards,  the  streets  being  wide,  asphalted,  and  planted  with 
trees  on  each  side.  In  Spring,  Summer,  and  Autumn  their  foliage 
produces  a charming  and  rural  appearance.  The  Streets,  owing  to 
their  covering  of  asphalt,  are  easily  swept  and  cleaned,  and,  after 
a fall  of  rain,  have  their  surfaces  quickly  cleansed  by  the  water  running 
off  rapidly  into  the  sewers.  This  is,  practically,  a self-cleansing 
process. 

The  sub-soil  is  principally  sand  overlying  the  boulder-clay 
throughout  its  greater  area,  while,  here  and  there,  red  sandstone  rock 
shows  through.  This  formation  contributes  to  the  dryness  of  the 
district,  and  renders  it  a healthy  residential  locality. 

The  coast  erosion  still  continues  to  progress  with  the  consequence 
that  a seventh  house,  “ Edgewater,”  appears  to  be  nearing  its  end. 
The  level  of  the  shore  seems  to  have  fallen  so  that  full  tides  now  flow 
further  in. 

The  district  may  be  said  to  be  practically  purely  residential, 
the  industrial  element  being  confined  to  two  factories  in  Crosby, 
and  a fairly  large  Builders’  and  Contractors’  Workshop  in  Blundell- 
sands.  The  factory  at  1,  Liverpool  Road,  Crosby,  is  an  engineering 
works  and  provides  employment  for  fifty  persons,  while  the  one  in 
Endbutt  Lane  is  engaged  in  the  spinning  and  manufacture  of  cotton 
and  employs  three  hundred  and  forty  hands,  almost  all  of  whom 
reside  out  of  the  district. 

The  majority  of  the  residents  are  engaged  in  professional  and 
commercial  pursuits  in  Liverpool  and  Bootle  ; the  remainder  consists 
of  gardeners,  shop  workers,  and  persons  employed  at  the  docks  and 
warehouses  of  these  towns. 

No  occupation  is  carried  on  which  has  any  injurious  action 
on  those  engaged  in  it. 
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The  amount  of  Poor-Law  Relief  was  small  in  normal  times., 
but  has  very  greatly  increased  during  the  past  five  years  owing  to 
the  lack  of  employment.  The  ordinary  relief  amounts  to 
£1,119  14s.  gd.,  and  Unemployment  Relief  to  £703. 

The  amenities  of  the  district  are  well  satisfied  by  two  first-rate 
18-hole  Golf  Courses  with  excellent  Club-Houses  ; a prettily  laid-out 
Park  ; a Recreation  Ground — containing  Tennis  Courts,  Bowling 
Greens,  an  eighteen-hole  Putting  Green,  Clubhouse,  and  a Play- 
Ground  ; a spacious  Rugby  Football  ground  with  two  playing  pitches 
and  a commodious  covered  stand ; three  Association  Football 
grounds  ; a large  and  pleasantly  situated  Cricket  Field  with  a well- 
equipped  pavilion  ; and  a large  stretch  of  sandy  shore,  affording 
excellent  scope  for  walking  and  riding,  from  which  a picturesque 
view  is  obtained  of  the  Cheshire  coast  and  the  Welsh  hills  in  the 
distance,  and  of  the  stately  liners  entering  and  leaving  the  Mersey. 

The  growth  of  the  district  in  the  past  five  years  has  necessitated 
the  laying  out  of  the  following  new  roads,  which  have  had  sewers 
and  watermains  laid  down  at  the  time  of  their  construction,  viz. 

St.  Andrew’s  Drive,  Sunningdale  Drive,  Abbotsford  Gardens,  Miller 
Avenue,  Mornington  Avenue,  Moor  Drive,  Hatherley  Avenue, 
Wembley  Place,  Park  Avenue,  Highfield  Grove,  and  Moorland 
Avenue,  while  Dowhills  Road,  College  Road  North,  Cambridge 
Road,  Ennismore  Road,  Grosvenor  Avenue,  Marklon  Avenue, 
Seafield  Avenue,  Brompton  Avenue,  St.  Andrew’s  Road,  and  Windsor 
Road  have  been  extended. 


Housing. 

Many  of  the  houses  are  of  large  size,  and  those  built  in  recent 
years  comprise  buildings  of  different  sizes.  The  bungalow  type  of 
dwelling  is  not  so  fashionable  as  it  was  three  or  four  years  ago. 
To-day,  the  demand  is  greater  for  the  smaller  and  more  economical 
houses.  The  very  large  houses  are  difficult  to  dispose  of  on  account 
of  the  domestic  question  to  a very  great  extent  and  the  higher  rates. 
Quite  two-thirds  of  the  residences  are  owned  by  their  occupiers,  while 
the  remaining  third,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  smaller  class  property, 
is  rented.  Two  or  three  large  houses  have  been  converted  into  flats. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  houses  were  erected  during  the  year, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  houses,  built  during  the  past  five 
years,  to  three  hundred  and  eighty-three.  In  this  total  forty-four 
houses  are  included  which  have  been  built  with  the  aid  of  the  £75 
Subsidy  of  the  1923-24  Housing  Acts  ; also  sixty-nine  completed 
under  the  1919  Housing  Act.  The  average  accommodation  in  the 
Subsidy  Houses,  built  by  private  enterprise,  is  Parlour,  Living-Room, 
Kitchen,  three  Bedrooms,  Bathroom,  Water-closet,  Larder,  and 
Coal  store.  Of  the  twenty  Subsidy  flouses  which  are  being  built 
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by  the  Council,  eight  are  completed  and  occupied,  eight  others  are 
completed  but  not  yet  occupied,  and  four  are  in  course  of  erection. 
The  accommodation  provided  is  shown  in  Type  A and  Type  B 
Houses. 


Type  A.  House. 

Type  B.  House. 

Living-room 

14  ft.  7 ins.  X 13  ft.  6 ins. 

16  ft.  8 ins.  x 10  ft.  6 ins. 

Scullery 

14  ft.  7 ins.  x 7 ft.  3 ins. 

10  ft.  11  ins.  x 7 ft.  6 ins. 

Bedroom  No.  1 

11  ft.  2 ins.  x 10  ft.  6 ins. 

13  ft.  3 ins.  x 9 ft.  4 ins. 

Bedroom  No.  2 

11  ft.  2 ins.  x 10  ft.  5 ins. 

13  ft.  3 ins.  x 7 ft.  1 in. 

Bedroom  No.  3 

7 ft.  2 ins.  x 6 ft.  3 ins. 

8 ft.  2|  ins.  x 7 ft.  0 ins. 

Bathroom  with  bath  and  lavatory  basin,  to  which  are  fitted  hot  and 
cold  water  pipes,  Pantry,  Coal  store,  and  attached  outside  Water- 
closet. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  erect  fifty-six  more  houses, 
for  which  plans  are  now  being  considered. 

Sixteen  Bungalows  have  been  put  up  in  the  last  two  years. 

Sixteen  houses  were  condemned  in  1923  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  Closing  Orders  were  made  this  year  in  respect  of  two 
of  them.  As  soon  as  houses  can  be  provided  for  the  inmates  of  these 
insanitary  properties  further  Closing  Orders  will  be  issued.  The 
problem  is  to  secure  reasonable  dwellings  for  some  of  these  people, 
for,  from  the  casual  nature  of  their  work,  they  are  not  always  able 
to  pay  the  rent  of  a new  house. 

Overcrowding  is  present  to  a moderate  extent,  due,  in  several 
instances,  to  the  tenants  sub-letting  rooms  not  merely  to  single  people 
but  also  to  families.  The  tenants  are,  in  this  way,  able  to  make 
their  rents  and  often  a good  deal  more.  It  has  been  discovered  in 
some  cases  that  these  lodgers  do  not  work  in  the  district  or  belong 
to  it.  Action  has  been  taken  to  put  a stop  as  much  as  possible  to 
such  a state  of  matters.  It  is  almost  incredible  that  human  beings 
will  consent  to  live  in  such  discomfort. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that,  among  the  families  living  in  these 
apparently  insanitary  properties  and  circumstances,  only  one  or 
two  cases  of  notifiable  infection  have  occurred. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirty-three  unoccupied  houses 
— chiefly  large  residences. 
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Water  Supply. 

All  the  water  used  in  the  district  is  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
Mains,  and  its  chief  source  is  Lake  Vyrnwy,  in  Wales.  It  is  soft 
in  character,  and  excellent  for  all  domestic  purposes. 

The  service  is  constant,  sufficient  for  all  needs,  and  the  quality 
excellent. 

No  complaint  has  been  necessary  in  respect  of  its  bacteriological 
or  chemical  contents.  Neither  lead,  nor  other  deleterious  matters 
have  been  detected  in  it. 

A new  nine-inch  watermain  was  laid  during  the  year  by  the 
Liverpool  Corporation  along  College  Road  from  Liverpool  Road  to 
Victoria  Road. 


Milk  Supply. 

This  very  important  article  of  food,  especially  for  infants  and 
young  persons,  is  obtained  principally  from  dairies  in  the  district. 

It  is  also  distributed  by  two  purveyors  who  import  it,  and,  to 
a small  extent,  by  dairymen  from  adjoining  districts. 

The  milch  cows  in  these  cowsheds  have,  on  the  whole,  been 
very  free  from  disease.  In  1923  one  of  these  animals  died  of  Anthrax. 
A similar  case  occurred  this  year,  notified  by  the  police,  who 
had  already  removed  the  carcase  of  the  cow.  The  dairy  was  visited, 
and  instructions  given  as  to  the  disinfection  of  the  shippon, 
implements,  cans,  etc.  The  manure  was  disinfected,  destroyed, 
and  buried.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  the  blood  was 
positive. 

In  1924  a cow  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  a tuberculosis 
udder,  and,  after  it  was  slaughtered,  small  areas  of  tuberculous 
disease  were  discovered  in  the  lungs,  spleen,  and  mesenteric  glands. 

In  1924  the  Council  sanctioned  the  taking  of  fifty  samples 
of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli  and  dirt. 

This  year  thirty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  examined, 
and  five  were  found  to  be  infected  with  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Three  of 
these  tainted  samples  were  from  milk  being  sold  by  local  dairymen, 
the  fourth  was  from  the  milk  in  course  of  distribution  by  a cow-keeper 
in  an  adjoining  area,  and  the  fifth  was  from  a dairy  whose  milk  is 
purchased  from  a farmer  in  the  country.  Notices  were  sent  to  the 
Council  of  the  adjoining  area  and  to  the  County  Council  informing 
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them  of  the  state  of  the  milk.  With  regard  to  the  three  unsound 
local  samples  action  was  at  once  taken.  A Veterinary  Surgeon 
was  called  in  to  examine  the  respective  herds.  In  the  first  herd 
examined,  an  affected  animal  was  discovered,  removed  from  the 
herd,  sent  to  the  Liverpool  Abattoir,  slaughtered,  and  the  carcase 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food.  In  the  second  herd  no  affected 
animal  was  found,  but  a cow  had  been  removed  from  it  between  the 
taking  of  the  sample  and  the  receipt  of  the  bacteriological  report. 
In  the  third  herd  no  affected  animal  was  found,  but  three  cows  in 
this  instance  had  been  similarly  removed  and  slaughtered,  when 
tubercular  disease  of  the  mesentery  was  found  in  one  of  them. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidated)  Act,  1915,  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  September,  1925. 

In  connection  with  the  working  of  section  IV  (1)  of  this  Act, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  interviewed  the  County  Medical  Authority  at  Preston  to 
obtain  its  sanction  for  the  continuance  of  the  System  in  use  in  the 
district.  Under  this  system  samples  of  milk  are  taken,  bacterio- 
logically  examined,  and,  if  an  unfavourable  report  is  received  in 
respect  of  any  one  of  them,  a veterinary  surgeon  is  called  in  at  once 
to  examine  the  herd  from  which  the  affected  milk  was  obtained, 
in  order  to  promptly  detect,  if  possible,  the  source  of  infection. 
The  consent  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  given 
on  the  understanding  that  the  Council  paid  the  veterinary  surgeon/s 
fee,  and  that  the  County  Authorities  were  notified  of  conditions 
required  by  the  Act. 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922, 

Information  was  received  that  colouring  matter  was  being 
added  to  milk  sold  by  a local  dairyman,  and  was  passed  on  to  the 
Authority  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
The  dairyman  was  summoned,  and  lined  £3  2s.  od.  for  committing 
this  offence. 


No  licences  have  been  granted  under  the  Special  Designations 
Order,  1923.  No  samples,  therefore,  were  taken  of  Graded  Milk. 

I he  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  visited  periodically,  and  have 
been  maintained  in  a very  satisfactory  state.  The  cowsheds,  with 
two  exceptions,  are  excellent  buildings  and  planned  on  modern 
lines.  Light  and  ventilation  are  ample.  The  regulations  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  receive  due  attention. 
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Cowsheds,  in  order  to  secure  a clean  milk  supply,  ought  to 
be  litted  with  lavatory  basins,  for  washing  the  hands  of  the  milkers 
before  milking,  supplied  with  daily  sterilized  nail-brushes,  clean 
towels,  and  overalls  for  the  milkers.  These  persons,  as  a rule, 
live  in  houses  in  which  means  for  maintaining  personal  cleanliness 
do  not  exist  and  have  never  existed,  and,  consequently,  are  not 
alive  to  the  hygienic  value  of  this  virtue.  A recent  incident, 
illustrative  of  this  fact,  occurred  at  one  of  the  dairies.  A dairymaid, 
employed  in  the  dairy,  had  returned  to  work  by  the  permission  of 
her  doctor  at  the  expiration  of  her  period  of  quarantine,  her  brother 
having  been  removed  to  hospital  on  account  of  an  attack  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  It  was  thought  advisable  to  visit  her  to  see  if  she  was 
showing  any  signs  of  infection.  She  was  asked,  in  the  course  of 
the  examination,  to  show  her  feet,  and,  when  her  stockings  were 
removed,  they  were  filthy.  When  asked  when  she  had  last  washed 
them,  her  reply  was  “ a fortnight  ago  When  asked  if  she  ever 
cleaned*  her  teeth,  the  reply  was  “No,  never  The  rest  can  be 
left  to  the  imagination. 


Meat. 

There  are  neither  public  nor  private  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district.  The  nearest  slaughter-house  is  at  Thornton,  about 
half-a-mile  beyond  the  Eastern  boundary.  The  meat  sold  in  the 
local  retail  shops  is  brought  from  the  Liverpool  Abattoir,  where 
the  animals  have  been  slaughtered  and  the  carcasses  dressed. 
Pigs  are  slaughtered  on  private  premises,  mostly  in  cases  where 
a few  animals  are  kept,  some  of  the  flesh  being  reserved  for  private 
consumption,  and  the  remainder  sold  either  to  butchers  or  other 
persons.  Notices  have  been  given  by  the  slaughterers  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924, 
of  the  day,  time,  and  place  of  the  slaughtering,  and  the  carcasses 
have  been  examined  for  the  presence  of  disease.  So  far,  no  diseased 
carcass  has  been  found.  Meat,  when  condemned,  is  dusted  with 
carbolic  powder,  covered  with  lime,  and  buried. 

Also,  in  connection  with  the  1924  Regulations,  Stalls  and 
Shops  are  visited  to  see  that  they  are  kept  in  a cleanly  state,  that 
tlie  meat  is  protected  from  blown  dust  and  splashed  mud,  and  that 
the  other  requirements  of  the  regulations  are  being  observed. 

A pork-butcher,  who  was  summoned  for  slaughtering  pigs 
without  having  given  notice  of  the  day,  time,  and  place  of  slaughter, 
and  for  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises,  was  fined  £5  2S.  od. 
in  all. 

As  soon  as  the  Bye-Laws  in  respect  of  the  keeping  of  pigs 
begin  to  operate  these  slaughterings  will  lessen,  for  very  many 
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of  the  present  pig-styes  are  within  the  statutory  distance  from 
a dwelling-house,  are  not  of  the  required  construction  and 
consequently,  will  be  abolished. 

Other  Foods. 

Food  premises  receive  frequent  inspection  and  are  kept,  in 
almost  all  instances,  in  a clean  and  sanitary  state.  Bakehouses 
are  lime-washed  at  least  twice  a year,  and  the  last  underground 
bakehouse  was  abolished  in  1924. 

In  1922  a Chocolate  Factory,  and  in  1923,  a cellar,  which  was 
being  used  as  a factory  for  the  preparation  of  sausages  and  cooked 
meat,  were  closed  on  account  of  their  insanitary  conditions.  In  1923, 
192  lbs.  of  beef  and  245  eggs  were  condemned  and  destroyed  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Food  Poisoning. 

A case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  from  eating  salmon-paste, 
purchased  at  a large  grocer’s  shop,  was  reported  in  June,  1925. 
Three  children  were  affected,  two  of  whom  were  removed  to  hospital 
suffering  from  acute  Gastro-Enteritis,  and  in  a state  of  collapse. 
All  fortunately  recovered.  Remains  of  the  paste  were  forwarded 
to  Professor  Beattie  for  examination,  who  reported  that  no  food 
poisoning  micro-organisms  were  found  in  them.  Notice  of  the 
occurrence  was  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  shop  was 
visited : similar  articles  of  food  were  inspected,  and  found  in  a 
wholesome  state. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  County  Police  carry  out  all  duties  under  these  Acts,  but, 
when  necessary,  joint  action  is  taken  in  dealing  with  food  likely 
to  be  injurious  to  health. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Strict  attention  is  given  to  all  drains  and  sewers,  and  all 
complaints  in  connection  with  these  are  investigated  without  delay. 

Sewers  are  laid  in  all  new  roads,  and  the  drains  of  the  houses 
built  in  these  roads  are  connected  to  them.  Both  the  sewers  and 
drains  are  carefully  supervised  during  construction. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  to  the  extent  of  1,320  yards  in  the 
following  roads  during  the  year  : — 
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Sunningdale  Road 
Park  Avenue 
Berwick  Drive 
Mornington  Avenue 

Kings  way  

Miller  Avenue 
Grosvenor  Avenue 
Far  Moss  Road 
Wembley  Place  ... 
Marldon  Avenue  ... 

I latlierley  Avenue 


Distance. 

Pipe. 

200  vards. 

9 in. 

60  ,, 

9 „ 

100  ,, 

9 ,, 

200  , . 

9 ,, 

4° 

9 „ 

-215  >> 

9 

120  ,, 

12  ,, 

r 20  „ 

9 ,, 

4°  ,, 

9 ,, 

4°  ,, 

12  ,, 

t>5  , , 

12  „ 

120  ,, 

(> 

During  1923  a sewer  of  the  length  of  275  yards  was  laid  in 
Dowliills  Road,  and  one  of  250  yards  in  Dowhills  Drive,  bringing 
the  total  sewering  in  the  live  years  to  1,745  yards. 

The  system  of  flushing  the  sewers  is  carried  out  in  a regular 
and  efficient  manner  throughout  the  year.  The  main  sewers, 
where  most  deposit  is  found  to  exist,  are  cleansed  by  scraping 
with  chains  once  a year,  and  the  loosened  deposit  flushed  away. 

The  drains  of  houses  are  regularly  flushed.  This  is  done  more 
frequently  in  connection  with  premises  where  infectious  diseases 
have  occurred. 

An  ample  supply  of  disinfectants  for  treating  the  drains  is 
given  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  infected  premises. 


Scavenging. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  staff.  The  main  roads 
are  cleansed  daily,  and  the  others  twice  weekly.  The  result  is  that 
the  district  is  kept  in  a cleanly  state  and,  consequently,  complaints 
are  noticeably  absent. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

There  is  only  one  factory  in  the  district,  the  chimney  of  which 
sends  out  any  volume  of  smoke,  but  this  is  carefully  watched,  and, 
on  any  appearance  of  a dense  volume  of  smoke  from  it,  a representa- 
tion is  made  to  the  management  that  this  must  be  stopped. 
South-east  winds  bring  a good  deal  of  smoke  over  the  district  from 
Liverpool  in  the  form  of  heavy  mists  and,  now  and  then,  fogs. 

There  is  no  time  limit  in  force  in  connection  with  smoke  from 
works’  chimneys. 
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Watercourses. 

There  are  three  watercourses  in  the  district,  namely  • the 
“ Carr  Brook,”  the  “ Warrenhouse  Brook,”  which  form  the  south 
and  east  boundaries,  and  the  watercourse  on  the  north  and  north- 
east portions.  These  flow  eventually  into  the  sea. 

The  watercourses  and  ditches  are  cleaned  and  bottomed  by 
their  respective  owners,  and  receive  frequent  inspections. 

The  water  in  these  brooks  is  more  or  less  polluted  before  entering 
the  district  owing  to  its  being  surface  water  from  agricultural  areas. 
Two  ditches  in  an  outlying  area  receive  the  overflow  from  cesspools 
in  connection  with  sixteen  houses. 

Excremental  Disposal. 

The  excremental  matter  is  conveyed  to  the  sea  by  the  “ Water 
Carriage  System  ” through  gravitating  sewers,  flushed  by  water 
obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation.  Three  farmsteads 
have  the  old-fashioned  privy  middens.  Nine  pail  closets,  and.  a few 
cesspools  are  still  in  use  in  areas  where  no  sewers  are  laid.  As  the 
development  of  the  land  and  the  extension  of  the  sewers  proceed 
all  classes  of  premises  are  connected  to  the  sewers  when  within  the 
statutory  distance. 

Household  refuse  is  stored  in  covered  galvanised  iron  bins 
and  removed  weekly  in  covered  motors  by  the  Council’s  staff. 
All  new  houses  have  to  be  provided  with  these  bins.  The  refuse 
from  shops  is  removed  at  more  frequent  intervals,  and  still  more 
frequently  in  summer  weather.  Householders  are  frequently 
instructed  to  burn  as  much  of  their  dry  refuse  as  they  can,  but  this 
advice  is  not  carried  into  practice  as  generally  as  it  might  be. 

The  refuse  is  deposited  on  the  Council’s  land  at  Brownmoor 
Lane,  a considerable  distance  away  from  all  houses.  A further 
area  of  low-lying  land  was  brought  into  use  in  1924  for  this  purpose. 
The  tip  was  “ ratted  “ in  November,  when  79  rats  were  killed. 
It  will  be  “ ratted  ” again  in  six  months. 

Nuisances. 

All  complaints  of  nuisances,  whether  connected  with  drains, 
the  structure  or  state  of  the  premises,  or  with  whatever  cause  have 
had  immediate  attention,  and  the  requisite  Notices  for  their  abolition 
have  been  served  on  the  responsible  parties.  There  is  no  offensive 
trade  process  in  operation  which  can  give  rise  to  a nuisance. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. 

From  the  beginning  of  1921  up  to  the  end  of  this  year  the 
health  of  the  children  attending  these  schools  has  been  on  the  whole 
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good.  School  closure,  on  account  of  infectious  epidemic  diseases, 
was  necessitated  in  1921  in  the  cases  of  the  Infants’  Department 
of  the  Council  School  and  the  similar  department  of  SS.  Peter’s 
and  Paul’s  School,  for  whooping-cough  ; in  1922,  in  those  of  the 
Infants’  Departments  of  the  Council  School,  Halsall  Girls’  School, 
St.  Luke’s  Boys’,  SS.  Peter’s  and  Paul’s,  also  the  Mixed  Department 
of  the  Council  School,  for  Influenza  and  Measles.  I11  December 
of  this  year  the  Infants’  Departments  of  the  Halsall  Girls’  School 
and  SS.  Peter’s  and  Paul’s  School  were  closed  from  the  14th  to 
the  22nd,  and  the  Mixed  Department  of  S.S.  Peter’s  and  Paul’s  School, 
St.  Luke’s  Boys’,  and  the  Council  School  from  the  16th  to  the  22nd — 
when  these  Schools  closed  for  the  Christmas  Holidays — owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  Measles.  The  epidemics  affected  a great  number  of 
children.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  epidemic  of  Whooping-cough 
that  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  asked  to  sanction  its  compulsory 
Notification,  and  consent  was  given  in  June,  1923. 

The  School  buildings  vary  in  their  sanitary  conditions.  The 
Council  School  is  a modern  structure,  excellently  lighted  and 
ventilated,  with  wide  corridors  and  lofty  rooms.  The  others  are 
older  structures,  not  bad  in  many  respects,  but  capable  of  improve- 
ment in  some  directions. 

If  we  want  to  have  a healthy  race  we  ought  not  to  send  children 
to  school  before  they  are  seven  years  of  age  at  least.  They  should  be 
allowed  to  run  wild  in  the  fresh  air,  developing  their  bodies  and 
faculties  of  observation,  and  learning  from  nature,  thus  having 
the  chance  of  being  classed  as  examples  of  “ Mens  sana  in  corpore 
sano,”  and  not  as  the  beginning  of  a C3  nation,  physically  and 
mentally. 

The  substitution  of  rubber  mats  for  fibre  mats  would  be  a good 
sanitary  change.  They  can  be  washed  and  kept  clean,  do  not 
retain  contaminated  dirt  and  dust,  and  do  not  become  a mass  of 
mud  in  wet  weather. 

The  various  schools  are  cleansed  and  thoroughly  fumigated 
as  soon  as  they  are  closed  at  holiday  periods,  and  after  closure  due 
to  any  infectious  or  epidemic  trouble.  The  drains,  also,  are  flushed 
and  treated  with  disinfectant  four  times  a year,  and  oftener  if 
required.  In  1921  an  automatic  flushing  tank  with  spray  pipes  was 
installed  in  the  urinal  of  the  Boys’  Department  of  SS.  Peters  and 
Paul’s  School.  The  playgrounds  of  this  School  were  asphalted 
during  1924. 

The  water  supply  is  ample  and  good,  and  is  obtained  from 
the  Liverpool  Corporation  mains. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


On  the  receipt  of  a notification  of  any  infectious  trouble  the 
residence  of  the  patient  is  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  when  notes  are  made  of  the  case  with  the 
object  of  tracing  the  source  of  infection,  contacts,  school  attended, 
milk  supply,  arranging  for  removal  to  hospital  when  required, 
giving  directions  as  to  isolation,  quarantine,  disinfection  of  utensils 
and  clothes  when  nursed  at  home,  and  inspecting  the  premises. 
At  the  end  of  the  illness  bedding  and  clothes  are  stoved,  the  room 
disinfected  and  cleansed,  and,  in  many  instances,  the  Smoke  Test 
is  applied  to  the  drains. 

One  hundred  and  eight  notifications  of  these  diseases  were 
received,  being  nine  fewer  than  were  notified  last  year.  Thirteen 
of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  a drop  of 
seventeen  from  last  year’s  number.  This  is  the  smallest  number  so 
dealt  with  since  1911.  Persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and 
sent  to  Sanatoria  are  not  included  in  this  number,  for  they  are 
removed  to  these  institutions  by  the  County  Authorities.  The 
deaths  of  such  persons,  however,  are  included  among  deaths  in 
hospital. 

The  notification  figures  have  increased  during  the  last  three 
years  owing  to  the  fact  that  Whooping-cough  became  a notifiable 
disease  in  this  district  in  1923. 

The  total  deaths  caused  by  these  diseases  amounted  to  twenty- 
nine,  of  which  thirteen  were  due  to  Pneumonia  and  fifteen  to 
Tuberculosis. 


Diphtheria. 

There  were  three  more  cases  of  Diphtheria  this  year  than  last 
year,  but,  of  the  ten  cases  notified,  four  occurred  in  one  family 
and  were  “ Contact  ” cases.  A free  supply  of  Anti-toxin  is  always 
available  for  use,  but  in  the  past  five  years  six  thousand  units  only 
have  been  used.  The  explanation  of  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that, 
in  this  period,  there  have  been  just  fifty-five  persons  attacked. 
Anti-toxin  is  now  not  used  so  much  prophylactically,  those  in  good 
circumstances  purchase  their  own  Anti-toxin,  while,  amongst 
the  poorer  residents,  the  sufferers  are  removed  to  hospital  without 
delay  after  the  receipt  of  the  notification. 

No  use,  so  far,  has  been  made  by  the  medical  men  of  the  district 
of  either  the  Schick  or  Dick  Tests  in  connection  with  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever  respectively,  or  of  the  artificial  methods  of  immuniza- 
tion against  these  diseases. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  sixteen  fewer  than  last  year,  and 
among  them  were  one  “ Return  ” and  two  " Contact  " cases. 

Measles. 

An  extensive  epidemic  of  Measles  started  about  the  middle  of 
November  and  continued  throughout  December,  to  combat  which 
School  Closure  had  to  be  put  in  force.  The  Council  has  applied  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  on  two  occasions  to  have  Measles  made 
compulsorily  notifiable,  but  without  success.  If  is  felt  that,  if 
the  early  cases  could  be  got  in  touch  with,  properly  isolated, 
quarantined,  and  contacts  excluded  from  school,  the  extent  of  the 
epidemic  could  be  very  greatly  restricted.  Weekly  returns  are 
sent  in  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  which  do  not  help  much  in 
getting  hold  of  the  early  cases,  for  such  sufferers  are  said  to  be  absent 
owing  to  Colds,  and,  as  the  disease  is  not  notifiable,  parents  in  many 
instances  do  not  trouble  to  call  in  a doctor — even  when  a rash 
appears — but  continue  to  send  the  other  members  of  the  family  of 
school  age  to  school.  In  other  respects,  these  weekly  returns  are 
very  helpful  in  siipplying  information  as  to  the  health  of  the  scholars, 
and  in  enabling  other  infections  to  be  tackled  when  they  occur. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred,  was  removed 
to  the  Waterloo  General  Hospital,  and  died  there.  This  child  was 
removed  to  hospital  on  account  of  a Bronchial  attack. 

During  the  past  five  years  no  cases  of  Polio-Myelitis,  Trench 
Fever,  or  Dysentery  have  been  notified. 

Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia  cases  have  been  fairly  well  notified,  but  the  death 
returns  have  revealed  cases  in  respect  of  which  no  notifications  had 
been  made.  Twenty-one  patients  were  notified  as  against  twenty- 
seven  last  year.  The  bedding  is  frequently  stoved,  and  the  rooms 
disinfected  after  such  an  illness. 

Malaria. 

Patients  suffering  from  Malaria,  of  whom  there  were  three 
this  year,  often  attend  the  Tropical  Department  of  the  Liverpool 
School  of  Medicine  for  blood  examination  and  treatment.  These 
sufferers  have  all  resided  in,  or  visited,  malarial  countries. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

No  search  was  made  to  detect  “ Carriers  ” in  connection  with 
the  three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  for  no  epidemic  of  this  disease 
was  present,  and,  in  each  instance,  the  milk  supply  was  from  a different 
source.  One  case  was  reported  in  February,  and  the  two  others  in 
in  December.  One  of  the  latter  was  a Para-Typhoid  condition. 
Thirteen  cases,  involving  one  death,  have  been  reported  in  the  past 
five  years. 

The  presence  of  non-notifiable  troubles  often  is  unknown 
until  occasional  requests  are  made  to  have  the  bedding,  etc.,  stoved, 
and  the  premises  disinfected.  These  illnesses,  however,  with  the 
exception  of  Measles  and  Influenza  in  1922,  and  Influenza  in  1923, 
which  necessitated  the  closing  of  schools,  evidently  have  not  been 
either  very  general  or  severe. 

Influenza. 

A fairly  extensive  bnt  not  severe  epidemic  of  Influenza  occurred 
in  January,  February,  and  March.  In  November  and  December 
a more  severe  and  general  epidemic  occurred.  Five  deaths  resulted 
from  its  presence. 


Whooping  Cough. 

Twenty-two  notifications  were  received  from  this  disease 
being  twelve  more  than  last  year.  No  death  resulted  from  its 
attack. 


Cancer. 

The  mortality  from  this  disease  has  shown  a marked  increase 
this  year  and  is  double  that  recorded  in  1921.  In  1922,  1923  and 
193^  it  remained  practically  stationary. 

Year  Deaths 

1921  ...  15 

1922  ...  22 

1923  ...  20 

1924  ...  20 

1925  ...  30 
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These  diseases  are  not  notifiable  in  this  district. 


Summary  of  Infectious  Diseases  1921-1925. 


Year. 

Total. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

I925 

Scarlet  Fever — 

Cases  ...  ...  ...  . . 

28 

20 

30 

36 

20 

134 

Deaths 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Diphtheria— 

Cases  ... 

21 

13 

4 

7 

IO 

55 

Deaths 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Enteric  Fever — 

Cases  ... 

1 

3 

9 

4 

3 

1 3 

Deaths 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Erysipelas— 

Cases  ... 

8 

4 

7 

5 

5 

29 

Deaths 

... 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)— 

Cases  ... 

r7 

17 

2 5 

13 

19 

91 

Deaths 

9 

12 

1 1 

9 

T3 

54 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary) 

Cases  ... 

4 

4 

6 

6 

4 

24 

Deaths 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

10 

Encephalitis  Lethargica — 

Cases  ... 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Deaths 

... 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

3 

Pneumonia — 

Cases  ... 

7 

13 

5 

27 

21 

7 3 

Deaths 

12 

15 

12 

14 

x3 

66 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis — 

Cases  ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Deaths  

... 

1 

1 

. . . 

2 

Puerperal  Fever — 

Cases  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Deaths 

1 

... 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — 

Cases  ... 

1 

1 

Deaths 

• • • 

. . . 

• . . 

• . • 

Malaria — 

Cases  ... 

• • • 

1 

1 

3 

Deaths 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

Whooping-Cough  (Notifiable 

1923)— 

Cases  ... 

• • • 

... 

46 

TO 

2 2 

78 

Deaths 

4 

5 

. . . 

... 

9 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  patients  removed  to, 
and  treated  in,  the  Infectious  Hospital  for  the  past  fifteen  years  : — 


Census 
pop. 
191 1 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1 1 

32 

28 

39 

65 

35 

24 

43 

24 

39 

23 

21 

21 

30 

13 

The  average  number  of  cases  treated  in  Hospital  during  the  past 
fifteen  years  is  29.8. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

Liverpool  Corporation  Infectious  Hospital. 


Sanatoria. 

None  provided  at  present. 

Tuberculosis. 

Notifications  of  this  disease  have  increased  by  four,  and  the 
deaths  also  by  four. 

When  a patient  is  notified  as  suffering  from  this  scourge,  his 
or  her  home  is  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspector,  notes  of  the  case  are  taken,  the  County  Authorities  are 
at  once  notified,  and,  also,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  area 
at  the  County  Dispensary,  Seaforth,  the  bedding  is  removed  and 
stoved,  the  room  or  rooms  disinfected  on  the  departure  of  the 
patient  to  a Sanatorium,  and  after  a death  has  occurred. 

At  the  time  of  the  visit  directions  are  given  in  regard  to  isolation, 
cleansing  of  rooms,  fresh  air,  and  handling  of  infected  articles. 
Attention  is  specially  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  changing  and 
washing  the  blankets,  these  being  regarded  as  quite  a potential 
source  of  infection. 
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New  Cases. 


Deaths. 


Age — Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pul  m on  ary . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years. 

0 — i 

1— '5  

. . . 

. . . 

2 

. . . 

1 

5 — 10  

. . . 

. . . 

O 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

10 — 15 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

15—20 

1 

2 

. . . 

1 

1 

20 — 25 

2 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

25—35  

1 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

35—45  

1 

3 

1 

2 

. . . 

45—55  

5 

2 

5 

. . . 

55—65  

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

65  and  upwards 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

1 1 

8 

2 

2 

8 

5 

2 

0 

19 

4 

13 

9 

What  is  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber- 
culosis deaths  ? i in  15. 

In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your  district 
efficient  ? — Yes. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to 
notify  ?—Not  so  far. 

Is  there  any  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from, 
tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district  ? — No. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. — Any 
action  taken  under  these  Regulations  (Articles  3,  5,  6,  and  7) 
relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  ? — No  action 
so  far  has  been  required  to  be  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62.— Any  action  taken  under  this 
Section  ? — No. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  this  District  under  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Act,  beyond  the  sending  of  notices  to  the  several  medical 
men  as  to  where  the  various  drugs  can  be  obtained.  The  County 
has  this  work  in  hand,  and  supplies  salvarsan,  etc.,  to  those  who 
are  qualified  to  use  them.  No  facilities  exist  in  the  district  for  the 
cleansing  and  disinfection  of  verminous  persons.  The  clothing  of 
such  persons,  when  discovered,  is  conveyed  to  the  Council’s  Stove 
and  there  dealt  with. 
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Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 

There  has  been  more  sickness  among  the  residents  this  year 
than  in  the  past  few  years  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Influenza  and 
Measles.  These  epidemics  were  very  general  but  not  virulent  in 
character,  although  five  deaths  were  assigned  to  Influenza. 
Respiratory  diseases,  Tuberculosis,  and  Cancer  show  increased 
death-returns.  The  mortality  in  children  under  two  years  from 
diarrhoea  still  happily  keeps  low,  and  the  rate  per  thousand  deaths 
has  dropped  from  73  to  46.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  there  has  been 
in  the  last  five  years.  In  spite  of  a warm  summer,  children  seem  to 
have  been  very  free  from  severe  and  fatal  gastric  and  intestinal 
attacks. 


Of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  deaths  which  have  been 
registered  this  year,  fifty-six  were  over  seventy  years,  and  fourteen 
of  these  were  over  eighty  years,  the  oldest  age  being  ninety-two. 
Thus  it  seems  that  a good  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  attain  to 
a ripe  old  age.  A further  proof,  demonstrating  the  healthiness  of 
the  district,  is  gathered  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  years  1921,  1922,  1923  and  1924, 
which  place  this  district  fourth  with  a death-rate  of  10.7,  second 
with  10.8,  second  with  10.7,  and  fourth  with  10.8,  respectively, 
among  the  areas  of  the  County  with  the  lowest  ten  years’  average 
death-rate. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  district  has  been  maintained  in  an 
excellent  manner,  as  can  be  seen  from  a perusal  of  the  rest  of  this 
report.  The  great  aim  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  has  been  the  abolition 
of  all  conditions  such  as  ashpits,  collections  of  manure,  dirt,  and 
refuse  lying  about  premises  from  which  infection  may  be  carried  to 
food  and  disease  started,  the  maintenance  of  houses  in  a decently 
habitable  state  by  landlords,  and  the  provision  in  new  houses  of 
conveniences  for  cleanliness. 

The  weather  of  this  year  has  been  a great  improvement  on  those 
of  1922, 1923  and  1924.  June  and  July  were  fine  months,  but  August 
was  broken.  June  was  an  exceptionally  dry  month  and  had  the  least 
rainfall  since  records  were  commenced  in  this  district  in  1876. 
The  rainfall  in  June  was  0.06  inches,  and  rain  fell  on  five  days. 
February,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the  wettest  month  during  the 
same  period,  4.42  inches  of  rain  falling  on  twenty-two  days. 
November  and  December  were  cold  and  frosty  months,  and,  between 
November  8th  and  December  26th,  thirty-eight  days  of  ground 
frost  were  registered.  I have  to  thank  Mr.  H.  Montgomery,  “ Myra,” 
St.  Anthony’s  Road,  for  these  weather  details. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Great  Crosby  Urban  District, 


1925 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


All  causes 

. . . 

92 

yu 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

. . . 

— 

— 

2.  Smallpox  ... 

... 

— 

-r— 

3.  Measles 

. . . 

— 

— 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

. . . 

. 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

. 

— 

6.  Diphtheria... 

... 

• — - 

— 

7.  Influenza  ... 

. . . 

4 

I 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

. . . 

- — 

I 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis 

... 

— 

— 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

. . . 

8 

5 

11.  Other  Tubercular  diseases 

. . . 

2 

— 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

. . . 

L3 

i? 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

. . . 

— 

1 

14.  Diabetes 

. . . 

— 

0 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

. . . 

9 

6 

16.  Heart  Disease 

. . . 

1 1 

9 

17.  Arterio-Sclerosis  ... 

. . . 

2 

5 

1 8 . Bronchitis  ... 

. . . 

5 

4 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

5 

20.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

. . . 

— 

1 

2 1 . Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

. . . 

3 

— 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years) 

1 

• — 

23.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . . 

3 

1 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

. . . 

1 

— 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

. . . 

1 

3 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

... 

— 

— 

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy 

and 

parturition 

... 

— 

1 

28.  Congenital  debility  and  malformation. 

pre- 

mature  birth  ... 

. . * 

4 

■ — 

29.  Suicide 

. . . 

1 

— 

30.  Other  deaths  from  violence 

• • • 

1 

— 

31.  Other  defined  diseases 

• . . 

1 5 

14 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

• . . 

— 

— 

Special  causes  (included  above) 

• « . 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

. . • 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  ... 

. . • 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — Total 

• . • 

6 

4 

Illegitimate 

. . . 

— 

— 

Total  Births 

. . ♦ 

1 L3 

io3 

Legitimate... 

. . . 

Hi 

99 

Illegitimate 

• . • 

2 

4 
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Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1925. 

Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals,  and  other 
Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  Arrangements  in  the  district 
for-  (a)  General  Nursing— Nursing  Homes , of  which  there  are 
two  for  General  Nursing.  (b)  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g., 
Measles,  etc. — No  Homes  or  Hospitals  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

Midwives — Is  any  midwife  employed  by  or  assisted  by  the  Local 
Authority  ? — -No.  Number  of  midwives  on  the  County  Council 
Register,  31/12/1925 — No.  on  Register — Two.  No.  actually 
practising- — Two.  Any  comments  as  to  the  sufficiency  or 
otherwise  of  the  midwifery  service  ? — No  insufficiency. 

What  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  respecting  Child  Welfare 
Work  ? — None  up  to  the  present.  Has  a local  Child  Welfare 
Centre  been  established  ? — Yes.  By  the  County.  If  so,  where  ? 
57,  York  Avenue,  Great  Crosby.  Give  days  and  time  open— 
Wednesday,  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Have  any  of  the  following  been  provided  in  your  district  : — Day 
Nursery — No.  Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants,  and  homeless  children — No.  School  Clinic- — - 
No,  blit  there  is  a Dental  Clinic.  Tuberculosis  Clinic — All  cases 
go  to  the  County  Dispensary  at  Seaforth.  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic — These  cases  go  to  Liverpool  and  Bootle  Centres. 

Has  any  local  scheme  been  prepared  in  regard  to  the  Supply  of  Food 
and  Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  and  of  Milk  for 
Infants  ? — No. 

Is  there  a District  Nursing  Association  in  the  district  ? — Yes. 
How  many  District  Nurses  employed  ? — One. 

If  so,  does  any  arrangement  exist  between  the  Council  and  the 
Association  in  respect  of  Child  Welfare  work  ? — No,  this  work 
is  carried  out  by  the  Nurse  appointed  by  the  County. 


II  no  such  arrangement  exists,  does  the  Association  voluntarily 
undertake  Child  Welfare  work  ? — No. 

Does  the  Association  undertake  : ( a ) Midwifery  Cases  ? — No. 

( b ) Monthly  Nursing  ? — No. 
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Hospital  Accommodation  provided  : For  Smallpox — -Very  good. 
For  other  Infectious  Diseases — Very  good.  * Joint  or  other- 
wise— Joint,  by  agreement  with  the  Liverpool  Corporation. 

*If  you  have  the  joint  use  of  Isolation  Hospital  belonging  to  some  other 
Authority,  state  nature  of  “Agreement,”  or  “Arrangement.”  Ts  any 
Retaining  Fee  paid  ? — £3/3/0  per  week  per  head  on  all  cases  in  hospital. 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  District  : — For  Smallpox — As 
many  as  are  required.  For  other  Infectious  Diseases - 
As  many  as  are  required. 

Is  there  any  Hospital  Accommodation  in  the  district  for — 
(a)  Maternity  Cases — No,  with  the  exception  of  the  various 
Nursing  Homes  in  this  district,  Waterloo,  etc.  (b)  Children — 
No.  (c)  Tuberculosis — A To. 

Disinfection  : — No.  of  Houses  disinfected — 96.  Method  (state 
disinfectant  used) — Sulphur  fumigation  and  Formalin  Spray 
and  Vapours.  Are  Houses  disinfected  after  : (a)  Phthisis — Yes. 
(b)  Measles — Yes,  when  required.  Apparatus  used  for  Clothing, 
Bedding,  etc.  (steam  or  otherwise) — Dry  Heat.  No.  of  Articles 
disinfected — 715.  Where  is  Apparatus  situated  ? — In 
Council’s  Yard. 

If  Apparatus  at  Hospital  is  available,  is  it  used  for  the  disinfection  of 
Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.,  of  Patients  not  removed  to  the  Hospital? — No. 

If  not,  please  state  how  disinfection  of  Clothing,  etc.,  in  these  cases  is 
carried  out.  In  the  Stove  at  the  Council’s  Depot. 


Ambulance  facilities  : — (a)  For  Infectious  Cases — City  of  Liverpool 
Infectious  Disease  Ambulance,  (b)  For  Non-inf ectious  and 
Accident  Cases — Ambulances  are  obtained  either  from  a local 
garage,  or  from  Bootle  and  Liverpool. 


Laboratory  Work. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  No.  of  Specimens  examined 
Blood — None.  Sputum — None.  Milk — 39.  Throat  Swabs 

— None.  Swabs  for  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — None.  Others — 
One.  Salmon  paste — No  organism  associated  with  food  poisoning 
found. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order,  1910.  Is  a supply  of  Anti-toxin  kept 
within  the  district  ? — Yes.  If  so,  where  ? — Local  Chemist. 
Amount  used  during  1925- — None.  Other  Sera  or  Vaccines 
used — None. 
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Sanitary  Administration. 

Tabular  Summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department : — 

Source  of  Water  Supply — Liverpool  Corporation.  What  is  its 
condition  ? — Very  good.  Possibilities  of  contamination  ? — None 
that  I know.  Any  insufficiency,  and  where  ? — No.  Nature 
of  extensions,  if  any,  during  the  year  ? — A new  q-in.  water  main 
was  laid  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  along  College  Road  from 
Liverpool  Road  to  Victoria  Road. 

Are  Scavenging  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse  carried  out  satis- 
factorily for  whole  of  district  ? Yes.  How  performed  (state 
whether  by  Sanitary  Authority,  Contract,  or  Occupiers  of 
Houses  ? — By  Sanitary  Authority.  If  Privy  Middens  exist, 
are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night  ? — By  day.  How  is  the 
Refuse  disposed  of  ?- — On  to  “ Tips,”  on  low-lying  ground  owned 
by  Council.  Has  a Destructor  been  provided  ? — No. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works — Method  of  Treatment  1—None.  What 
is  the  character  of  the  Drainage  System  ? — Water-carriage  by 
gravitation  to  Sea.  Any  developments  during  year  ? — New 
sewers  have  been  laid  in  all  new  roads.  Areas,  or  Townships, 
without  proper  drainage  system — A small  area  is  not  yet  sewered. 
Action  taken — Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  etc.— Drain  testing  and 
flushing  of  sewers  and  drains  are  carried  out. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution  of  Streams — The  cleansing 
and  bottoming  of  ditches  and  water -courses  throughout  the  district. 

Canal  Boats — Number  Inspected — None. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  ? — Very  good.  Number — 9. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Slaughter-houses  ? — None  in  the  district. 
Has  a Public  Abattoir  been  provided  ? — No. 

What  is  the  condition  of  Lodging-houses  ? — None  exist. 

What  is  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  ? — Very  good. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — Are  they  periodically  in- 
spected ? — Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? — Very  good. 

Have  Regulations  been  made  under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B.  ? 
Give  date — April,  1908.  Are  they  enforced  ? — Yes. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow.  {a) 
Where  cows  are  habitually  grazed — 600  cubic  feet,  (b) 
Where  cows  are  not  habitually  grazed — 800  cubic  feet. 

Cowkeepers.  Total  No.  of  Cowkeepers — 16.  No.  on  Register — 16. 
No.  of  Inspections  during  the  year — 56. 
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Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers).  Total 
No.  of  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors — Two.  No.  on  Register — 
Two. 

Any  arrangements  for  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows  ? Give 
particulars — Yes,  whenever  required.  The  V eterinary  Surgeon 
was  called  in  twice  during  the  year  on  account  of  tubercle 
bacilli  in  Milk. 


Action  taken  as  to  (i)  tuberculous  milk. — Five  samples  were  found 
to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  Three  were  notified  to  the  County 
and  two  were  dealt  with  by  having  the  herd  examined  and  group 
samples  taken  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon,  (ii)  Tuberculous 
Cattle — one  Cow  was  removed  and  slaughtered  and  carcase 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1923. — No.  of  Dealer’s  licenses 
issued  in  respect  of  “ Certified  ” Milk — None.  “ Grade  A ” 

Milk — None.  “ Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)  ” Milk — None . 

No.  of  Licenses  issued  in  respect  of  Pasteurised  Milk.  Pasteuring 
Plants. — None.  Retail  Distributors — None. 

Inspection  of  Food — Action  taken  in  respect  of  places  where  food  is 
prepared — Frequent  inspection  is  made  of  shops  and  premises 
where  food  is  prepared  and  exposed  for  sale.  Any  food 
poisoning  ? — Three  children  were  supposed  to  be  affected  by  eating 
salmon  paste,  bought  from  a local  grocer.  The  paste  was  examined 
by  Professor  Beattie  and  found  to  contain  no  food  poisoning 
organisms. 

Amount  of  food  condemned  or  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption — (a)  Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts — None. 
( b ) Diseased,  unsound,  or  unwholesome  meat  (other  than, 
(a)  above) — None.  ( c ) Other  foodstuffs — None.  No.  of 

Legal  Proceedings  and  result — None. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations — The 
County  Police  carry  out  all  the  necessary  duties  under  these  Acts. 
Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  (if  any) — None. 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  1925  : — 


No.  of  Premises  visited  ... 

...  ...  ... 

L487 

Defects  or  Nuisances 

...  No.  discovered, 

600.  No.  abated,  591. 

No.  of  Notices  served 

...  Informal, 

203.  Statutory,  14. 

Legal  Procedeings  

...  No. 

1.  Result,  Fined. 
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Closet  Accommodation  at  end  of  1925  : — • 

Privy  Middens — No.  of  Middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.366 

No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  None 

No.  of  Closets  attached  t o these  Middens  ...  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  Movable  Ashbins  for  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  3>5°6 


Conversions  : — 


During  Year 

19  25 

During 
Five  Years, 
1921-1925 

( To  Fresh  W.C.’s 

nil. 

1 

No.  of  Privy  Closets  j To  Waste  W.C.’s  ... 

nil. 

nil. 

( To  Pails,  etc. 

nil. 

nil. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  f To  Fresh  W.C.'s 

nil. 

4 

\ To  Waste  W.C.’s  

nil. 

nil. 

No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s  to  Fresh  W.C.’s  

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Movable  Ashbins  have  been 

nil. 

nil. 

substituted  for  fixed  receptacles 

23 

272 

Is  there  any  definite  policy  at  the  present  time  for  abolishing  Privy 
Middens  and  Pail  Closets  ?—  As  soon  as  Sewers  are  laid  in  the 
outlying  areas  Privy  Middens  and  Pail  Closets  will  be  abolished. 

Does  the  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  ? If  so, 
how  much  ? — If  necessary,  by  agreement. 

What  kind  of  Closet  accommodation  is  being  provided  for  new 
property?  Water  Closets. 

Smoke  Nuisance.  No.  of  Observations — Four.  No.  of  Legal  Pro- 
ceedings taken  and  result — None.  What  is  the  time  limit 
allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per  hour  ? — No  time 
limit. 

Plas  the  Authority  adopted. “The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 
Act,  1890  ” — Yes.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  19^7  ” — -Yes.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890  ” — Yes. 


Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — Dr.  James  Huskie.  Is  he  a whole-time 
Officer  ? — No,  but  he  is  really  on  duty  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
night  when  required. 
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Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  Joseph  Almond.  Is  he  a whole-time  Officer  ? 
— Yes.  If  not,  what  other  appointments  does  he  hold  ? — None. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector — No  Assistant. 

Any  other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Health  Visitors  and  Special 
Nurses  ; if  any,  give  names,  salaries,  qualifications,  and  offices 
held — None. 


Housing  Statistics. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  '.—(a)  Total  (including 
numbers  given  separately  under  (b) — 160.  (b)  With  State  assis- 

tance under  the  Housing  Acts  (i)  By  the  Local  Authority — 16  ; 
(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 44. 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s  Building  Scheme — - 
4- 

Financial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing  housing  accommoda- 
tion : — 

Have  any  advances  been  made  during  1925 — (a)  By  loans  ? — Nil. 
Number- — Nil.  Amount  of  Loans— Nil.  (b)  By  subsidy  ? — 
Yes.  Number — T4.  Amount  of  subsidies — -£1,050. 

Unfit  Dwelling-houses — Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) — 251.  (2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925—22.  (3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to 

be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation — 16.  (4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  (3))  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation — 10. 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices — No.  of  defec- 
tive dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers — 10. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — (1) 
No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs — Nil.  (2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which 
were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — (a)  By 
owners — Nil.  (b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners— 
Nil.  (3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close— Nil. 
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b.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — (i)  No.  of  dwelling- 

houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied — 5.  (2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — (a)  By  owners 
— 5.  (b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — Nil. 

c.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925— (1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders — -1.  (2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made — 2.  (3)  No. 
of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit — Nil. 
(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made — Nil.  (5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demo- 
lished in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders — Nil. 

d.  No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners,  or  converted 

to  workshops,  &c. — 1. 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  during  1925 — Reconstruction  and. 
Amendment  of  the  drains  to  houses,  and  the  Abolition  of  all 
remaining  old  dry  Ashpits  with  the  exception  of  seven  in  an  out- 
lying area. 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District — A Refuse  Destructor,  which, 
for  the  present,  has  been  left  in  abeyance  on  account  of  the  Council’s 
Housing  Scheme. 


Bye-Laws,  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations 

In  force  in  the  District  are  : — 

Bye-laws  as  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Bye-laws  as  to  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

Bye-Laws  as  to  Lodging  Houses. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  and  1915. 

Amended  Regulations  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 
Order,  1885,  came  into  force  June  1st,  1908. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  This  Council 
applied  for  an  order  putting  into  force  Clause  58  of  the 
above  Act. 
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Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  Notices  under 
Part  V.  were  circulated  amongst  Lodging  House  Keepers, 
December  3rd,  1907. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Section  85  and  86 
Regulations  re  Servants’  Registry  Offices  and  Marine  Store 
Dealers. 

Bye-laws  in  respect  to  Parks  and  Recreation  Grounds,  1907. 

Notification  of  “ Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ” (Compulsory) 
June  nth,  1910. 

Bye-laws  in  respect  to  Sea  Shore,  1911. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

Compulsory  Notification  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  and 
Acute  Poliomyilitis,  1912. 

Public  Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1915. 

Public  Health  (Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations, 
1918. 

General  Order  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  (No.  2). 
1918. 

General  Order  Public  Health  (Influenza)  Regulations,  1918. 

General  Order  Public  Health  (Influenza)  Regulations  (No.  2), 
1918. 

General  Order  Public  Health  (Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
and  Acute  Polio-Encephalitis)  Regulations,  1918. 

Public  Health  (Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  etc.)  Regula- 
tions, 1919. 

The  Public  Health  (Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  Acute 
Polio-Encephalitis)  Regulations,  1919. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 
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Milk  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  which  came  into  opera- 
tion on  September  1st,  1925. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1924. 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925  (No.  2)  Meat  Inspection. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Compulsory  Clauses.  Parts  IT  & V 
are  under  consideration  of  Council. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HUSKIE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1925. 


Disinfection. 

The  following  tables  give  the  particulars  and  number  of  rooms 
fumigated  after  infectious  diseases,  etc.,  and  the  number  of  times 
t lie  stove  was  used  to  disinfect  bedding,  etc. 


NUMBER  OF  TIMES  STOVE  USED.  AND  FOR  WHAT  PURPOSE. 


The  following  list  comprises  the  articles  subjected  to  the 
“ Dry  Heat  ” process  for  which  the  stove  has  been  used  : — 


Beds  and  Mattresses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  97 

Blankets,  Sheets,  Counterpanes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  358 

Pieces  of  Bedding,  Pillows,  Bolsters,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  169 

Wearing  Apparel,  Towels  and  Sundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  3° 

Carnets,  Rugs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  33 

Total  No.  of  Pieces  ...  ...  ...  7r5 


The  following  Schools  were  fumigated  during  the  year  : — 


Council  Schools 
SS.  Peter’s  and  Paul’s  Schools 
St.  Luke’s  (Boys’)  School  ... 
Halsall  (Girls’)  School 


...  38  Rooms 
...  27 
...  6 
...  14  » 


Total  Rooms  ...  ...  83 
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Nuisances. 


203  preliminary  notices  and  14  statutory  notices  were  served 
during  the  year.  1,070  inspections  and  417  re-inspections  were  made 
in  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  existence  of 
nuisances.  The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  work 
done  with  respect  to  nuisances.  They  only,  however,  have  reference 
to  a part  of  the  work  done  in  this  matter,  as  much  of  it  is  done  without 
having  resort  to  the  service  of  a notice. 


Year. 

Details  of  Improvements  Effected. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

To  Clean  choked  drains  and  W.C.’s 

25 

32 

71 

62 

79 

,,  Repair  or  reconstruct  drains 

,,  Repair  W.C.’s  baths,  basins,  lavatories  and 

15 

17 

16 

10 

1 2 

cisterns 

55 

43 

39 

71 

56 

,,  Repair  soil-pipes  and  ventilating  shafts 
,,  Repair  or  lengthen  waste-pipes  to  slop- 

1 1 

14 

*4 

14 

1 1 

stones 

8 

18 

9 

15 

18 

, , provide  slopstones 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

,,  abolish  foul  ashpits  and  provide  ashbins 

39 

69 

80 

61 

23 

,,  defective  ashbins  replaced 

5° 

76 

121 

99 

48 

.,  repair  roofs  of  dwelling-houses 

16 

12 

18 

23 

36 

,,  prevent  dampness  in  dwelling-houses 
,,  repair  or  provide  and  fix  eaves  and  down- 

27 

9 

1 5 

23 

26 

spouts 

1 1 

1 1 

17 

25 

19 

,,  repair  pavements  in  back  yards 

,,  repair  pavements  and  floors  of  dwelling- 

26 

3i 

29 

35 

23 

houses 

,,  re-plaster  walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling- 

l7 

13 

35 

T9 

1 8 

houses 

,,  strip  and  cleanse  walls,  etc.,  after  infectious 

22 

T4 

20 

34 

27 

disease 

,,  provide  and  fix  sash  cords  and  repair 

7 

6 

13 

9 

15 

windows  ... 

,,  repair  or  provide  and  fix  new  doors  and 

7 

9 

10 

28 

7T 

frames 

7 

3 

7 

27 

13 

,,  repair  fire-grates,  etc. 

,,  repair  or  point  outside  brickwork  of 

4 

2 

4 

8 

1 1 

dwelling-houses 

12 

10 

7 

28 

20 

,,  repair  burst  water  pipes 

7 

6 

3 

10 

16 

,,  remove  dry-rot  from  dwelling-houses 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

,,  remedy  defects  in  cow-sheds  and  dairies 

2 

1 

1 

1 

n 

O 

,,  remedy  defects  in  workshops 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

,,  remedy  defects  in  bakehouses 

5 

3 

* * . 

4 

2 

,,  cleanse  water-courses  and  ditches  ... 

2 

7 

8 

1 2 

10 

,,  remove  rubbish 

1 

1 

• • • 

7 

8 

,,  repairs  to  wash-houses 

, , remove  animals  from  back-yards  or  prevent 

4 

3 

5 

15 

t8 

nuisance  from  same 

2 

9 

4 

• • • 

2 

,,  convert  pail  closets  to  water  carriage  system 
,,  convert  privy  closet  to  water  carriage 

4 

... 

... 

system 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

• . • 

,.  miscellaneous  ... 

5 

6 

20 

41 

12 

Total 

397 

432 

542 

690 

600 
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Mortuaries. 


The  Mortuary  is  situated  in  the  Council’s  Yard.  One  body  has 
been  placed  in  it  during  the  year,  that  of  a man  71  years  of  age  found 
dead  in  bed  and  conveyed  there  for  the  purpose  of  post-mortem 
examination.  The  Mortuary  was  improved  during  the  year,  extra 
lighting  was  installed  and  the  old  slate  table  divided  into  two,  so  as  to 
provide  accommodation  for  a second  body. 

Smoke  Test  Applied  to  Drains. 

During  the  year  the  smoke  test  was  applied  to  the  drains  of 
27  houses,  and  resulted  in  the  detection  of  17  defective  drains. 
Notices  to  amend  the  defects  were  issued  where  they  were  not 
voluntarily  remedied. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

Factories. 

The  inspection  of  these  is  in  the  hands  of  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories.  Any  act,  neglect,  or  default  which  can  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  is  referred  by  him  to  the  Local 
Authority.  One  notice  was  received  during  1925,  with  reference  to 
lime-washing.  This  was  attended  to. 

Workshops. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  14  (exclusive  of  bakehouses).  The  number  of  inspections 
made  to  these  was  29  ; no  defect  was  found.  One  notice  was  received 
from  the  Factory  Inspector  of  the  commencement  to  occupy  a 
workshop. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  9 bakehouses  in  the  district,  none  of  which  are  under- 
ground. Mechanical  power  is  used  in  three  instances.  The  bake- 
houses have  been  frequently  and  systematically  inspected  during 
the  year.  Two  notices  were  served  for  cleansing  and  lime-washing, 
and  complied  with. 


Outworkers. 

Occupiers  of  Factories,  Workshops,  or  any  place  from  which 
work  of  certain  kinds  is  given  out  are  required  to  keep  a list  of 
outworkers  employed  by  them,  and  to  send  a copy  of  the  list  to  the 
Local  Authority  on  or  before  the  1st  February,  and  the  1st  August, 
in  each  year.  No  list  was  received  during  1925. 
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Food. 


Milk. — Sixteen  persons  are  registered  as  cow-keepers  and 
purveyors  of  milk,  and  two  persons  as  purveyors  of  milk  only. 
There  are,  approximately,  345  cows  kept  for  dairy  purposes  within 
the  district.  56  inspections  were  made  to  these  premises  during 
the  year,  which  were  generally  found  to  be  in  a good  and  cleanly 
condition.  Three  notices  were  served  for  cleansing  and  lime- 
washing  of  cowsheds  and  were  complied  with.  One  new  cowshed 
was  built  during  the  year  with  a cubic  capacity  of  9,828  cubic  feet. 
39  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  five  of  which  were  reported  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 
These  were  all  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  as  will  be  seen  on  page  9 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  report. 

Meat. — The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  April,  1925,  were  made  known  to  all  persons 
in  the  district  to  whom  they  applied,  extracts  of  which  were  supplied 
to  them. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  of  butchers’  shops  and  other  food 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  seeing  that  the  regulations 
are  being  complied  with.  Only  in  one  instance  was  it  necessary  to 
serve  a notice  under  the  regulations  for  defective  conditions, 
cleansing  and  limewashing,  which  resulted  in  plans  being  submitted 
for  structural  alterations  and  improvements  now  being  carried  out. 

Eleven  intimations  of  notice  to  slaughter  were  received  from 
farmers  and  cottagers,  referring  to  19  pigs.  These  were  all  inspected 
and  found  free  from  disease. 

One  person  was  proceeded  against  for  failing  to  give  notice  of 
slaughter,  and  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  when  a licence 
had  previously  been  refused.  He  was  fined  in  each  case. 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  practically  the 
whole  of  the  meat  that  comes  into  the  district  is  from  Liverpool 
and  Birkenhead  lairages. 

Smoke  Observations. 

Four  smoke  observations  were  taken  at  various  periods,  and,  on 
no  occasion,  was  black  smoke  emitted  for  a longer  period  than 
three  minutes  continuously. 


Petroleum  Spirit  and  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  twelve  premises  in  respect  of 
which  licenses  to  store  petroleum  had  been  issued,  and  four  carbide 
of  calcium. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Inspection  is  made  from  time  to  time  of  premises  thought  likely 
to  be  infested  with  rats  and  mice,  and  many  occupiers  advised  as  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Act.  In  some  instances  occupiers  request 
the  Council  to  carry  out  the  destruction  of  these  pests.  The  Council 
have  an  arrangement  with  one  of  their  own  employees,  who  has 
ferrets  and  dogs,  to  act  as  rat-catcher.  A small  charge  is  made 
for  his  services.  232  rats  were  destroyed  by  him. 

A special  effort  was  again  made  this  year  during  “ Rat  Week  ” 
when  farmers,  pigs  and  poultry  keepers,  and  others  were  circularised 
and  asked  to  co-operate  in  this  effort.  Chemists  were  also  asked  to 
exhibit  their  various  raticides,  with  the  result  that  160  rats  and 
35  mice  were  destroyed.  79  of  the  rats  were  caught  on  the  Council's 
tip. 

The  total  number  of  rats  and  mice  destroyed  during  the  year  were 
392  and  35  respectively. 

JOSEPH  ALMOND, 

Cert.  Royal  San.  Inst., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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